The main objective of this study was to describe the long-term results of left internal thoracic artery grafting of the left anterior descending artery with a sternotomy or anterior minithoracotomy without using extracorporeal circulation. From March 1997 to February 2000, a median sternotomy was performed in 8 patients and a minithoracotomy in 22 patients. We compared and analyzed the findings of these groups. An emergency operation was performed in 75% of the patients in the median sternotomy group and in 27.3% of those in the minithoracotomy group (p=0.03).
